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News Brief
The nation is set to welcome the New Yeu 2022 of English calendar today with a plausible hope of returning to a

new normal life as a number of people across the country were vaccinated to prevent the deadly coronavirus despite its
Omicron vadant sweeping around the world. Usually the New Year's Eve comes as an occasion for huge celebration
across the globe, bidding farewell to the outgoing year.

President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday greeted the countrymen on the eve of
the New Year 2022 in the English calendar. In a message, on the eve of the New Year, the President wished happiness
and welfare for all in 2022.He said, though the celebration of Bengali New Year has mergbd with the national culture,
the English New Year influences all because of the widespread use of the English calendar in daily aciivities. The
New Year brings new hopes to the nation's social, political, economic, and cultural areas, the head of the state added.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, in her message, wished that the New Year would bring happiness, peace, and
prosperity for the countrymen. The premier said, the year 2020 and 2021 was an important milestone in the life of the
Bengali nation, we extended the celebration of the birth centenary of Father of the Nation till2021 snd lssk programs
to celebrate it together with the golden jubilee of independence.

President Md. Abdul Hamid yesterday administered the oath of office to Hasan Foez Siddique as the 23rd
chief justice a day after signing his appointment. The president administered the oath at 4 pm at the Darbar Hall of
Bangabhaban in a brief ceremony, witnessed by'Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, President's wife Begum Rashida
Khanam, cabinet members, former chief justices, judges of both appellate and high court divisions, heads.of the three
services, principal secretary to the Prime Minister, the attorney general, Suprerhe Court lawyers, including Supreme
Court Bar Association leaders. Cabinet Secretary Khandker Anwarul Islam conducted the oath taking ceremony.

The 26th 'Dhaka International Trade Fair (DITF)-2022'will begin from today at"Bangabandhu Bangladesh-
China Friendship Exhibition Centre' in the capital's Purbachal area. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is scheduled to
inaugurate the month-long trade fair virtually from her official residence Ganabhaban. Commerce Ministry and Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB) are jointly organizing the fair. President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday issued separate messages on the occasion of 26th DITF-2022. Both the President and the Prime
Minister wished the trade fair a grand success. In his message, President Md. Abdul Hamid extended his cordial
thanks to the Ministry of Commerce, the Export Promotion Bureau and other supporting agencies for organizing this
trade fair.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina along with her sister Sheikh Rehana visited the Padma Bridge yesterday to
witness the progress of the country's largest infrastructure project. The premier along with her convoy reached the
bridge at 7.23am in the morning. During the visit, the Premier took a two-kilometre stroll on the bridges from Pillar
N0. 7 to Pillar No. 18 with Sheikh Rehana. After attending a breakfast event arranged by the Bangladesh Bridge
Authority at the Janzira point, the Premier left the bridge wea at around 10:00am. The Prime Minister looked all
cheerful and content as she inspected the progress of the construction sites of the much-awaited Padma Bridge

Speaker of the Parliament Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury yesterday inaugurated 'Farewell to Year 2021'
progmmme organized by Parliament Members Club. The speaker inaugurated the programme as the chief guest and
visited various stalls, displayed at the programme. Later, she enjoyed different games and distributed prizes among the
winners.

BNP does not have any success as a political party in the last several years rather they have failed in waging
movement and it is their only achievement, said Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader yesterday while
addressing a press briefing held at his official residence. Ruling out BNP secretary-generalMirza Fakhrul Islam's
statement, the Minister said, nothing will happen through their so-called warm-up as people have identified BNP for
their 'injudicious' politics. People, who do not have soil under their feet, are daydreaming to topple the government,
the Minister said, adding BNP does not take lessons from their failures. Urging BNP leaders to participate in elections,
the Minister said There is no alternative to elections for changing the government. So don't move here and there
targeting to capture the state power, he said pointing out BNP. Terming BNP as a common platform for all anti-state
elements, the Minister said, the particular party has been remained involved in the malpractice to jeopardize the spirit
of the Liberation War since its inception.



The Minister, however, claimed that Only the Awami figr"can protect the independence along with the people as
the independence has been achieved under the leadership of the party. Noting that BNP had deprived the people of
their voting rights through organizing voter-less elections, the Minister told that BNP had tortured the minorities for
not voting them and hampered the people's free movement through launching arson attacks. He said, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has established the rights of the people and taken the country toward the highway of development,
adding that so, BNP is jealous of the development achieved under the current government.

Information and Broadcasting Minister Dr. Hassan Mahmud questioned whether BNP wants the right to bum
cars and properties of people in the name of freedom. BNP secretary general Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir and other
leaders are protesting against the government across the country every day, said the Minister. Dr. Hasan said these
while responding to a question of joumalists yesterday evening after the auspicious ceremony of the full-length film
'Dampara' based on the heroism of the-then Chattogram district Superintendent of Police Shamsul Haque, who was
killed by Pakistani occupation forces during the War of Liberation. Dr. Hasan said, the government has provided the
highest treatment facilities to Khaleda Ziainthe country, and she is taking the treatment at the hospital chosen by her.
Dr. Hasan said, Khaleda Zia has been convicted, but the Prime Minister has shown generosity by suspending her
sentence as well as keeping her free. She is receiving medical treatment under the supervision of her family and parfy,
the Minister added. if the health condition of Khaleda Zia deteriorates her family, party and physicians will be
responsible for this, he further added.

Post offices must be digitalized in digital Bangladesh and postal officials must acquire minimum digital skills
within a specified time frame, said Posts and Telecommunications Minister Mustafa Jabbar while speaking at a
discussion yesterday evening. Bangladesh Postal Employees' Union arranged the discussion at GPO auditorium,
marking the golden jubilee of the country's independence and the birth centenary of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Speaking as the chief guest, the Minister instructed the authorities concerned to accelerate
the implementation of the initiatives taken for building digital post offices, including training for its employees and
officials. Highlighting the achievements of Bangladesh in its 50 years of independence, he said: "Bangladesh will be
poverfy-free one by 2031, while it will be the 24th shongest economic power in the world by 2036 and a developed
one by 2041." Under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh has set an example before
the world today, the Minister said.

The librarians are the logistics suppliers for the treasury of knowledge, said State Minister for Cultural Affairs
K M Khalid, MP, yesterday while addressing a seminar organized by Library Association of Bangladesh (LAB)
marking the Birth Centenary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and golden jubilee of
the country's independence at Mymensingh District Council auditorium. Teachers are the architect for building the
nation and the librarians are the architects for creating teachers, the state Minister added. Librarians play an important
role in building a knowledge-based enlightened nation by supplying appropriate logistics, he further added. The state
Minister at the programme assured all to fulfill all the demands raised by the LAB officials, from his ministry.

The country yesterday recorded 02 fatalities from COVID-l9, taking the total death toll to 28,072. With
512 fresh cases, the number of infections surged to 15,85,539. The positivity rate stood at 2.74 per cent as 18,673
samples were tested during the time. At the same time, the recovery count rose to 15,49,101 DGHS disclosed this
information in a press release yesterday. Besides, one person died and 04 new dengue patients were hospitaliznd in24
hours till 8.00am last morning, DGHS informed.
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