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News Brief
Bangladesh and Nepal would work together to raise strong voice in different international and regional

forum about the negative impact of climate change and natural calamities. Bangladesh President Md. Abdul
Hamid and his Nepalese Counterpart Bidhya Devi Bhandari during a bilateral meeting at the Sheetal Niwas, the
Presidential House of Nepal yesterday evening expressed their gratitude to each other. Both the Presidents
expressed their gratitude to each other as the two friendly countries are maintaining a very good bilateral
relation since long. About the issue of expanding air connectivity from Syedpur in Bangladesh to Bhadrapur,
Biratnagar or Bhairahawa in Nepal raised by the Nepalese side, President Md. Abdul Hamid said, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina herself has made the offer to Nepal earlier.

Nepalese Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli met President Md. Abdul Hamid at the Marriott Kathmandu
hotel in Nepal yesterday. During the meeting Md. Abdul Hamid said, Bangladesh is ready to support Nepal in
its graduation from the group ofleast developed countries to a developing country. The President also said, the
Motor Vehicles Agreement will particularly boost tourism between the two countries. Nepalese Prime Minister
KP Sharma congratulated Bangladesh as it is going to graduate from the LDC group to a developing country.
Describing the Rohingya problem as a serious one, KP Sharma said the problem should be resolved as soon as
possible and the support from Nepal will continue in the coming days. Later, Leader of the Opposition and
President of Nepali Congress Party Sher Bahadur Deuba and Chairman of the National Assembly of Nepal
Ganesh Prasad Timilsina also called on the President.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has expressed her hope that all the upazilas of the country will come
under cent percent electrification coverage during Mujib Barsha, as the government has been working to
illuminate all the homes across the country. The Premier said this while inaugurating seven power plants with a
total capacity of 790 megawatt and complete electrification at 23 upazilas, through a videoconference at
Ganabhaban in Dhaka yesterday, The Premier opening the power plants in Anwara, Shikalbaha, Patia,
Rangpur, Tentulia and Gazipur said, 94 percent people have been brought under the electricity coverage as the
power generation now stands at 22562 megawatt. The PM urged all to exercise austerity in using electricity
which will help the electricity bill lower. Later, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina while opening Sheikh Russell
International Club Cup Tennis Tournament,2019 in Khulna through a videoconferencing from Ganabhaban in
Dhaka yesterday stressed the need for sports and cultural activities alongside academic pursuits to make the
youths, teenagers and children as wofthy citizens of the country. As many as 19 countries including host
Bangladesh, USA, UK, Italy, India, Pakistan, Srilanka, Australia and Nepal are taking part in the tournament.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has asserted that the government's anti-graft drive would
continue in all sectors. A special plan to bring down corruption at zero level by further strengthening the Anti-
Corruption Commission. The PM responding to a question in the Jatiya Sangsad also said, the present
govemment is pledged to ensure socioeconomic development and administrative infrastructure based on good
governance for public welfare and build a welfare state by wiping out the roots of corruption, Replying to
another question the Premier said, construction of a land-based LNG terminal with capacity of 1000 million
cubic metres is underway in Matarbari of Cox's Bazar. Sheikh Hasina said, work is underway to set up a
shipbuilding industry in Barguna and build a dry doik near Payra Port. The Leader of the House said, about 97
percent medicines of the country's total demand is being produced locally while 43 pharmaceutical companies
are expofting medicines and raw materials to 92 countries, including the United Kingdom and the USA.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina during her question-answer session in the House blamed military dictator
Ziaur Rahman for creating the Rohingya crisis. The Leader of the House said the unrest in Chattogram Hill
Tracts had begun in 1976-1977, while the Rohingya problem had commenced in 1978-1979, adding it is a
reality. The Prime Minister reiterated her firm stance on not to allow anybody to use Bangladesh's land for
terrorist activities in any country. Responding to another supplementary, the Premier said, Bangladesh has

already held talks with India and China on the Rohingya issue. Bangladesh also held discussion on the issue

with other countries which have borders with Myanmar as there is a problem of the small ethnic groups of
Myanmar with the bordering countries, the PM added. Describing the signing of MoU with India on sharing

water of Feni River as a temporary affangement the Prime Minister said, Bangladesh has inked the MoU on

humanitarian consideration.

Bangladesh Tariff Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was placed by Industries Minister Nurul Majid
Mahmud Humayun on behalf of Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi in the parliament to amend some clauses of
the existing act with a view to cope the country's trade with the increasing international trade. Placing the bill,
the Commerce Minister said it is necessary to bring some time befitting changes in the act for creating more
trade opportunity of the country. The new act will help impose harmonized system code for the import and

export products or services and vigilance of foreign trade activities. Telecommunication and Information
Technology Minister Mustafa Jabbar while responding to a supplementary question said, the state-owned

mobile service 'Teletalk' will be the country's best mobile service shortly.

Information Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud has said, the government has all information about the leaders

of Bangladesh Nationalist Party those are involved in corruptions and misdeed and concemed agencies are

working on these issues. The Minister said this replying to the questions of the journalists after attending a

programme in Chattogram yesterday. Replaying to another question the Minister said, corrupt men within
Awami League and its associate bodies have been expelled recently and a list of other corrupts and intruders in
the parfy have been prepared which is under scrutiny for final actions against them.

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Anisul Huq while exchanging views with reporters at

his ministry yesterday said, the case over the barbaric murder of BUET student Abrar Fahad should be held in
the speedy trial tribunal to complete the proceedings swiftly. Earlier, Detective Branch of police yesterday filed
charge sheet against25 in sensational Abrar Fahad murder case.

Foreign Minister Dr A K Abdul Momen while addressing concluding ceremony of three-day 'Dhaka
Global Dialogue' at Hotel InterContinental has said, Bangladesh is open to any global and regional initiative
which is economic in nature and helps economic development. The Minister suggested for addressing key
concerns of smaller communities or relatively weaker economies also for making the world sustainable.
Pointing that now-a-days the cross-border repercussion is a problem for all, the Minister said regional efforts
also contribute to achieve and sustain peace, stability and progress within all communities under the coverage

of regional frameworks.

A meeting of the Film and Documentary Subcommittee on celebration of the birth centenary of Father

of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman held in Dhaka yesterday discussed providing government
grants for making documentaries on the life and works of Bangabandhu and broadcasting those. The committee
also held discussions on organizing an international film festival on the occasion of Bangabandhu's birth
centenary.
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