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News Brief
The Bangladesh Nationalist Front (BNF) yesterday placed a three-point proposal while the Islami Oikya Jote

(IOJ) placed four proposals to President Md. Abdul Hamid on the six day of the ongoing dialogue aimed at forming an
independent, neutral and acceptable Election Commission (EC). A seven-member BNF delegation led by its president SM
Abul Kalam Azad and another seven-member delegation of IOJ led by Mulana Abul Hasanat Amini separately held the
discussions with the President at the Durbar Hall of Bangabhaban yesterday afternoon and evening respectively.

Outgoing Chief Justice (CJ) Syed Mahmud Hossain paid a courtesy call on President Md. Abdul Hamid at
Bangabhaban yesterday evening. During the meeting, the President thanked the outgoing Chief Justice for his endeavor to
bring dynamism in disposing of the cases by ensuring a virtual trial at the time of the Covid-I9 pandemic. Meanwhile, the
Chief Justice also expressed his gratefulness to the President for providing all sorts of cooperation in discharging the
assignment in the Supreme Court.

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader urged the BNP to come forward to form a strong Election
Commission (EC) as the President is holding dialogue with all the enlisted political parties for constituting a neutral EC
ahead of the next general elections, while speaking virtually at a press conference on contemporary issues from his official
residence yesterday. Whether the political parties would come or not, the formation of the Election Commission would not
remain stopped, the Minister told reporters. Replying to a remark of BNP's secretary general Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
that 'the dialogue with the president is meaningless and it will not resolve the crisis,' the Minister said, the same system,
which had been followed earlier in formation of EC, would also be followed this time. Mentioning that earlier an Election
Commissioner had been appointed from the list provided by the BNP. The Minister said, the powerful EC would never be
fonned through giving speeches in the media. A certain process needs to be followed for constituting the comtiission, he
said. The process would prove whether the BNP wants a powerful election commission or creates only controvefsy on the
issue, he added. Criticizing BNP for organizing a voter-less elections which had created chaotic situation for the ddmocracy,
the Minister said, it is BNP which wanted to bury the democracy by creating l.25crore fake voters. Terming BNP as a

communal outfit, he said, BNP is a creator of an undemocratic and plundering politics. Although BNP shows democracy in
their speeches but practically it cherishes commulalism and opportunist politics internally, he added.

BNP's politics is based on bullets, blood and bodies, not based on democracy, said Information and Broadcasting
Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud yesterday after addressing a function at Bangladesh Film Development Corporation @FDC) in
the city. Bangladesh Film Directors Association (BFDA) organized the function marking its 40th founding anniversary. Dr.
Hasan said, the dialogue being organizedby the President over Election Commission formation is an example for many
countries. The President is organizing dialogues for forming an independent and neutral participatory election commission,
he added. He said, many countries do not organize such dialogues before forming the election commission. BNP's founder
Ziaur Rahman had captured the power by standing on the bodies, said Dr. Hasan. He said, Zia's wife Begum Khaleda Zia
came also in power through clandestine alleys. BNP doesn't believe in democracy and elections and always sea&h
backdoors to go to power, he added. Dr. Hasan said, a participatory election commission was formed last time through
dialogue too. There was an election commissioner in the commission who always talked favoring the oppositions, he added.
So, it was also proved in the last time that forming an election commission through dialogue became effective. Counfly's
different political parties are giving their opinion and the President would take steps as per the Constitution after
considering the opinion he got from the dialogues, he added. Dr. Hasan said, there is no scope of doing anything that
violates the country's constitution. Earlier, the Minister placed a wreath on the porfrait of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He inaugurated the function tfuough hoisting the-national flag, pigeons and balloons. The Minister
also inaugurated a day-long free medical camp and cut cake. In his inaugural speech, Dr. Hasan congratulated the members
of the association, saying there are many talented fihn directors in the country. The Minister urged the directors to make
films which would keep role in building the state and the society as well. He said, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has formed
the welfare trust for artistes of films and started to provide easy loans to construct cinema halls.

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Anisul Huq yesterday said, President Md. Abdul Hamid has
initiated dialogue with the political parties to form a search committee regarding constitution of an Election Commission
(EC). There is no scope of dispute regarding the formation of the EC and it would be formed as per the decision taken by
the President as it is his responsibility, the Minister added. Even I want an act to form the EC, but now, there is no time left
for this, he further added. It would not be right to issue an ordinance in this regard, bypassing the parliament, the Law
Minister said. The Minister said, the search committee would be formed with a senior justice of the Appellate Division, a
justice from the High Court Division, chairman of the Public Service Commission and Auditor and Comptroller General.
All of them are holding constitutional posts and the remaining two would be from the civil society, he added. There would
be no political person in this search committee and this search committee would nominate 10 persons and send the names to
the nresident- the Law Minister further said. While talkins about the Disital Securitv Act (DSA)- he said Bansladesh needs
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this law. "I know there were instances of misuse of this act. But we have taken initiative to stop such misuse. Now no
journalists are arrested right after filing of case under this act. First concerned authorities scrutinize everything. This act has

not been enacted to curb freedom of speech and the press freedom," the Minister added.

Former Prime Minister and BNP Chajrperson Khaleda Ziawill have to go back to jail frst and file a fresh plea to the

government if she wants to go abroad, said Law Minister Anisul Huq yesterday while Speaking at a programme of Crime

Reporters Association of Bangladesh (CRAB) in the capital. The Minister said, Khaleda Zia's family's plea to allow to go

her abroad has been resolved.
Education Minister Dr. Dipu Moni yesterday urged the students to be skilled in technology to meet the challenges of

the coming days. Technology has both good and bad sides and we should be technology friendly and skilled following the

demand of the future, the Minister said. Mentioning that the academic activities have been affected by the Covid-l9
pandemic, she said the govemment has a plan to recoup the losses caused by the pandemic in the education sector.

Bangladesh is successful in diplomacy under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, said Foreign Minister
Dr. AK Abdul Momen yesterday in citizen-reception programme at a city growrd. Speaking as the chief guest, Dr. Momen
said on the occasion of Bangabandhu's birth centenary and the golden jubilee of the country's independence, eminent

personalities from about 236 countries and heads of state and government of 194 countries highly praised Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for her unprecedented contribution to the Bangladesh's development. He said, Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina's govemment has taken various projects for the overall development of the country.
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the main inspiration and source of power in the

country's independence movement, said Plaruring Minister M.A. Mannan yesterday in a reception and cultural programme

in the capital. At the function, mother of Information and Broadcasting Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud, Professor and

Advocate Kamrun Nahar Begum, freedom fighter and cultural personality Md. Harnid and Jatiya Press Club president

Farida Yasmin, among others, were honored for their contuibution to society and human welfare. They were given one crest

and a medal each. Information and Broadcasting Secretary Md. Mokbul Hossain said, Advocate I(amrun Nahar Begum is a

proud mother as she gave birth to an illustrious son like Information and Broadcasting Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud. He

said, her other children living abroad are performing their duties with dignity.
Health and Family Welfare Minister Zahid Maleque yesterday said, the government has set atarget to vaccinate four

crore people from January , 2022. The Health Minister said ,the government has also set a target to vaccinate people with 28

crore COVID-I9 vaccine shots including booster dose. Bangladesh has collected 3l crore vaccines, he added. With the first
and second dose of coronavirus vaccines, nearly 12 crore people of Bangladesh have so far been inoculated, he added. Of
them, seven crore people received first dose of vaccine while five crore people got the second shot of COVID-I9 jabs, the

Minister added. Bangladesh set atargetto vaccinate 70 percent people by April next year, the Health Minister said.

The apparel industry has changed the fates of three million grassroots women in the country, said Commerce

Minister Tipu Munshi while speaking as the chief guest at a function held at a city hotel yesterday to mark the 50th

anniversary of independence and 40th anniversary of Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA). As weltis ecbnomic development, thisindustry is making a significant contribution h employrnent sector of
the qountry, the Minister added.

Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Md. Shahab Uddin yesterday said, car drivers must stop the

unnecessary use of horns aiming to help prevent sound pollution. Directives have been given to the authorities concerned to
take necessary steps to amend the existing law so that legal action could be taken to this end, the Minister added. The

meeting on 'the progress of projects taken under the annual development programme (ADP) in fiscal 2021-22'was arranged

at the conference room of the ministry. He said, hydraulic horn use should be prevented to check noise pollution.
Women and Chitdren Affairs Ministry is distributing nutrient rice among 4,3 1,000 Vulnerable Group Development

(VGD) women beneficiaries in the county, said State Minister for Women and Children Affairs Fazilatun Nesa Indira
yesterday while speaking as the chief guest at a concluding session of the first day of the annual review and planning

workshop on distribution of nutrient rice.
The results of the SSC and its equivalent examinations will be published today from Bangabandhu International

Conference Centre. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is scheduled to join the event virtually, said Education Minister Dr. Dipu
Moni yesterday.The number of total examinees was2,227,113.

The coturtry yesterday recorded one fatality from COVID-I9, taking the total death toll to 28,063. With 495 fresh

cases, the number of infections surged to 15,84,518. The positivity rate stood at2.37 per cent as 20,914 samples were tested

during the time. At the same time, the.recovery count rose to 15,48,416 DGHS disclosed this information in a press release

country reached seven. Besides, 11 new dengue patients were hospitalized i till 8.00am last morning, DGHS
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yesterday. Bangladesh recorded three more cases of the Omicron variant of


