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News Brief 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will hold a videoconference today starting at the Prime 

Minister’s official Ganabhaban residence with the public representatives and officials of eight 

districts of Dhaka and Mymensingh divisions on the present coronavirus situation in the 

country. PM’s Press Secretary Ihsanul Karim said Bangladesh Television, Bangladesh Betar 

and private TV channels and radio stations will broadcast the videoconference live. 

Health and Family Welfare Minister Zahid Maleque in a virtual media briefing at the 

Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS) in the city joining through online said 7 

(Seven) COVID-19 patients died and 312 fresh positive cases were identified in the last 24 

hours increasing the death toll to 91 and number of identified COVID-19 positive to 2,456 in 

the country. He said a total of 2,634 samples were tested in the past 24 hours. The Minister 

said there are nearly 10,000 oxygen bottles in country, while a process is underway to procure 

3,500 more. Additional Director General of DGHS Prof Nasima Sultana said of the fresh cases 

detected in the past 24 hours, 44 percent were in Dhaka, 31 percent in Narayanganj and the rest 

in different parts in the country. Nasima said 51,000 people are currently remain at both home 

and institutional quarantine. She said a total of 488 institutions have been prepared across the 

country for keeping over 26,000 people in quarantine, adding a total of 640 kept in isolation.  

 Fisheries and Livestock Minister SM Rezaul Karim yesterday while speaking at an 

emergency meeting on fisheries, poultry and dairy sectors at the conference room of the 

Department of Livestock Services at Farmgate said the government would formulate a policy 

within a week to resolve the crisis the country’s fisheries and livestock sectors are facing 

during the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. The Minister said a US$ 100-million proposal is set 

to be sent to the World Bank to give stimulus to the poultry and dairy sectors as emergency 

response under the Livestock and Dairy Development Project. He said his ministry has sent a 

letter to the Finance Ministry requesting to announce a Taka 2,000-crore stimulus package for 

the fisheries and livestock sectors and give soft loan to the affected farm owners to cope with 

the ongoing crisis. 

The Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives Ministry yesterday, 

issueing two separate notifications, has suspended three Union Parishad (UP) chairmen and 

nine members for irregularities in distribution relief goods. A total of eight UP chairmen have 

been suspended so far in the country over similar allegations.  

The Developing-8 (D8) Organization for Economic Cooperation, a foreign ministry press 

release said, yesterday has intensified solidarity and cooperation among its member states to 

identify constraints in tackling the COVID-19 pandemic as well as to develop a mechanism to 

build post-pandemic resilient health systems. At a virtual meeting on Thursday, the D-8 

nations evaluated the consequential adversities of the COVID-19 pandemic from the economic 

point of view. Bangladesh had taken the lead to organize the meeting among the D-8 nations in 

line with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s directive to engage in regional and global platforms 

for exploring collective solutions to the Covid-19 pandemic crisis.  

The government, through a Health Services Division notification, has formed a 17-

member national technical advisory committee in a bid to tackle the spread of novel 

coronavirus. Prof Dr Mohammad Shahidullah, president of Bangladesh Medical and Dental 

Council, will lead the committee, while Prof Dr Meerjady Sabrina Flora, director of Institute of 

Epidemiology, Disease Control and Research (IEDCR) has been appointed as member-

secretary of the committee. 
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 The government of Malaysia is providing necessary assistance to expatriate Bangladeshi 

nationals residing in that country amid COVID-19 pandemic, said a letter sent by Malaysian 

Foreign Minister Hishammuddin Tun Hussein to his Bangladesh counterpart Dr AK Abdul 

Momen. A foreign ministry press release yesterday said in his letter, the Malaysian foreign 

minister urged Bangladesh to withdraw the export ban on Hydroxychloroquine tablets to their 

country as the medicine is important for the treatment of coronavirus positive patients. The 

Malaysian foreign minister also put emphasis on working together with Bangladesh in 

combating the deadly coronavirus.  

To ensure swiftness, transparency, accountability and coordination in aid distribution, a 

virtual meeting was held yesterday between the ministers and senior officials of Ministry of 

Disaster Management and Relief, and ICT Division. Decision was taken for setting up 

connection between national information helpline 333 and Ministry for Disaster Management 

and Relief, launching a central database to ensure transparency and accountability in aid 

distribution, and ensuring further coordination between the government and different volunteer 

agencies. ICT Division officials said Access to Information (a2i) programme would prepare a 

central database for the beneficiaries of aid distribution programmes across the country and it 

would ensure no repetition and irregularities to this end. 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), according to a press 

release, has provided significant amounts of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and other 

urgently needed medical supplies to Cox’s Bazar Civil Surgeon’s Office to provide the 

necessary protection to health workers serving both local Bangladeshis and Rohingya refugees.  

ICT Division’s Aspire to Innovate (a2i) program & Telecom operator Robi have jointly 

created a platform named “Idea for goodness” to know the youth’s innovative ideas to deal 

with the coronavirus outbreak in the country. The ideas will be based on medical solution, 

technological innovation or social mobilization that will benefit people in this corona gripped 

situation.  

Bangladesh Civil Aviation Authority (CAAB) yesterday , according to a press release, 

signed a deal with a Chinese company, Beijing Urban Construction Group (BUCG), for 

extension of Osmani International Airport in Sylhet at a cost of Taka 2116 crore to increase its 

passenger handling capacity to 20 lakh from the current 6 lakh annually.  

A transport aircraft of Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) yesterday returned to Dhaka from 

China with medical aids including coronavirus (Covid-19) detection kits and personal 

protective equipment (PPE), said an ISPR press release.  

Facebook yesterday announced the launch of its third-party fact-checking program in 

Bangladesh as part of its ongoing integrity efforts to reduce the spread of misinformation and 

improve the quality of the news people find online. BOOM, partner of FACEBOOK, will 

review and rate the accuracy of stories on Facebook, including photos and videos in 

Bangladesh. When third-party fact-checkers rate a story as false, it will appear lower in news 

feed, significantly reducing its distribution. 
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