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News Brief
President Md Abdul Hamid has asked each member of armed forces to properly

utilize the scopes of information technology in military life and simultaneously to keep
always ready to prevent its misuse. The President gave the directive while addressing a

banquet marking the Armed Forces Day-2019 at Bangabhaban in Dhaka yesterday. The Head
of the State hoped that each armed force member, being imbued with the great Liberation
War spirit, would continue their relentless efforts in the welfare of the dearest homeland.

The ECNEC has approved six projects involving Tk 7,312 crore, including a Tk
5,950-crore scheme to expand Dhaka and Western Zone Transmission Grid to different
upazilas in 17 districts of Dhaka, Khulna and Barishal divisions. The approval came from the
weekly ECNEC meeting held at the NEC conference room in Dhaka yesterday with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair. Of the total cost, Tk 2,778.56 crore will come from
government fund, while Tk321.69 crore from the own fund of organisation concerned and
Tk 4,212.30 crore from foreign solrrces as project loan. Among the approved projects, five
are new and one is a revised one, which is Construction of Link Road from Natore Road to
Rajshahi Bypass (2nd revised) involving TK 206.64 crore.

Speaker Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury has said, the digitalization of Jatiya Sangsad
proceedings is continuing while the use of ICT in administrative activities in the parliament
secretariat has already increased rernarkably. The Speaker made the remarks while addressing
a discussion on 'Digital Strategies and Capacity Building for Parliament' at the Institute of
Systems Science auditorium (ISS) of Singapore National University in Singapore yesterday.
The Speaker said, orientation on information technology is being given to the parliament
officials along with the parliament members. In the program, a MoU was signed between ISS
of Singapore National University and ICT Division of Bangladesh on giving training and
enhancing skills on ICT.

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader has said, former leaders of
Bangladesh Chhatra League having clean image will have to be included in the committees of
the party. He made the statement at the council session of Rangpur district and city unit
Awami League at Rangpur Public Library ground yesterday. He urged the grassroots to
evaluate their leaders and activists who were with tlie party during its tough time.

Law Minister Anisul Huq has said, the lnternational Labour Organization has assured
Bangladesh of providing all-out cooperation in enhancing the work atmosphere in
Bangladesh. He came up with the information while taiking to reporters after a meeting with
ILO Country Director for Bangladesh Tuomo Poutiainen at his ministry in Dhaka yesterday.
Talking to reporters, the ILO Country Director said, his organisation has been working for the
economic development of Bangladesh and protecting the interest of the workers. The ILO
Representative said, the ILO will work with the Law and Labour Ministries and others
concerned to implement the Labour Act and enhance workers' skills.

Foreign Minister Dr A K Abdul Momen has said, Bangladesh believes in India's
assurance over National Registration of Citizens issueo referring to India's repeated
commitments and assurances to Bangladesh over the issue. He told newsmen on the sidelines
of a discussion on the impact of changing global order on Asia Pacific region in Dhaka
yesterday. There are some minor issues with India but major ones were resolved in a very
mature way, he added. The Foreign Minister responding to a query from media ruled out
Myanmar allegation against Bangladesh over the delay in Rohingya repatriation, saying
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Dhaka stands ready to send back all displaced people to Rakhine. He said, the Myanmar

authority has created the Rohingya crisis and they are the one who can resolve it.

Japanese Ambassador to Bangladesh Naoki Ito has reiterated Japan's support for early

repatriation of Rohingyas to Rakhine state with conducive environment in place saying the

international community needs to support the process. The Japanese Envoy made the remarks

while addressing at a function jointly organised by Bangladesh Institute of International and

Strategic Studies and Rotary International in Dhaka yesterday.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines will offer l7 percent discount to first 17 online ticket
purchasers on 17 routes on the 17th day of each month from March 2020 to March 2021

marking the 'Mujib Year'. This was informed at a meeting of Parliamentary Standing

Committee on the Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban in

Dhaka yesterday.

Prime Minister's Private Industry and Investment Adviser Salman F Rahman has

urged Asia-Pacific countries for making direct investment in infrastructural development in

Bangladesh for the country's economic growth. He made the call while speaking at the

inaugural session of the two-day conference of the Confederation of Asia-Pacific Chambers

of Commerce and Industry at Pan Pacific Sonargaon hotel in Dhaka yesterday"

The govemment yesterday allocated Taka 100 crore to clear arrear wage and salary-

allowance of workers-employees of jute mills under the Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation.

The Finance Ministry has made the conditional allocation of the amount, which will be

deposited to the personal bank accounts ofworkers through cheques.

The 17th span of the Padma Multipurpose Bridge was installed yesterday at Mawa
point makin g2.55 kilometres visible out of total 6.15krn of the main structure of the bridge.

The verdict in the Holey Artisan attack case is set to be delivered today. Judge Md
Majibur Rahman of the Anti-Terrorism Special Tribunal of Dhaka is scheduled to read out

the judgement in presence of all eight accused in the afternoon. RAB has intensified its
security measures ahead of verdict in Holey Artisan attack. The horific militant attack at the

capital's Holey Artisan Bakery took place on July 1,2016.

A High Court Division Bench yesterday directed the Department of Environment to
shut down in 15 days non-compliant brick kilns around the capital by mobile courts.

Ekushey Award-winning Poet and Architect Rabiul Husain breathed his last at in the

capital yesterday morning. In separate condolence messages, President Md Abdul Hamid and

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina have expressed deep shock and sorrow at the death of the

noted Poet. The Prime Minister went to his Dhanmondi residence to console the family of
Poet and Architect. He will be laid to eternal rest in city's Mirpur Martyred Intellectuals'
Graveyard today evening.
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