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News Brief

Bangladesh yesterday recorded 37 more fatalities from the novel coronavirus in a daily
count, raising the death toll from the pandemic to 1,582. At the same time recovery count rose to
49,666 after another 2031 patients were discharged from the hospitals during the period.
Directorate General of Health Services-DGHS came up with the disclosure at its daily health
bulletin. The country also saw further rise in coronavirus cases with the detection of 3,462 new
cases taking the total number of cases to 1,22,660. A total of 16,433 samples were tested at the
authorised labs across the country during that time, DGHS added. Besides, ICDDR,B at Mohakhali
in Dhaka is starting COVID-19 test from tomorrow. Initially, the patient will be required to book an
appointment through online registration and making a payment via debit/credit card or
online/mobile banking system. Meanwhile, Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) has
supported the capital's Mugda Medical College and General Hospital with Intensive Care Unit and
medical supplies to help battle COVID-19 situation in Bangladesh.

Agriculture Minister Dr. Md. Abdur Razzaque has asked the concemed officials to
undertake big funded projects in the agriculture sector to meet food scarcity due to the coronavirus
pandemic. He was addressing an online meeting from his official residence yesterday. The Minister
further said, to ensure food security during the covid-19 situation, the government has taken a
project with an amount of Taka 174.98 crore on fruit and vegetable cultivation to ensure maximum
use of the uncultivable land in line with the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's instruction. Under the
revised ADP, the Agriculture ministry is implementing a total of 78 projects with an accumulated
expenditure of Taka 1763.94 crore, the Minister said.

Information Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud has said, apprehensions of BNP and some experts
on coronavirus situation in the country has been proved wrong due to timely steps of the
government. The Minister made the comments while addressing a coordination meeting of
Chattogram division on corona situation through video conference from his ministry yesterday. The
Minister said, the government has taken many steps conceming the health services and many more
are being taken. About corona situation in Chattogram, the Minister said, ".,.We are trying our
level best so that the patients in Chattogram could get better treatment."

Foreign Minister Dr. A K Abdul Momen on Tuesday in a video statement screened at the
Berlin Climate and Security Conference 2020 urged the United Nation Security Council to take
bold decision in implementing the Paris Climate Agreement (COP21) to ensure security and peace
across nations. Dr. Momen said, in terms of climate change, Bangladesh is one of the most
vulnerable countries in the world as if sea level of the country rises one-meter due to global
watming, then its one-fifth will go under water that may displace 30 to 40 million people from their
habitats. It would be liability of the countries those are responsible for global warming to
rehabilitate and reintegrate these displaced people into the development process, he said.

The United Kingdom has reiterated its commitment to provide support to Bangladesh and
forcibly displaced Rohingyas, sheltered in the country in this unprecedented crisis due to COVID-
19 pandemic. llK International Development Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan uttered the
commitment while paying a 'virtual visit' to Bangladesh yesterday to see how the UK aid is
working here. During the virtual visit, Trevelyan met Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dr. A K Abdul
Momen and thanked the Bangladesh government and people of Bangladesh for their extraordinary
generosify and support for the Rohingyas.



,
Bangladesh has joined the UN o'Alliance for Poverty Eradication", formed to support

actions geared towards poverty eradication and implementation of the SDGs" Bangladesh

Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador Rabab Fatima while joining the virtual launching

of the Alliance in New York on Tuesday said, countries would have to collaborate strongly for a

sustainable recovery from the COVID 19 pandemic. Mentioning that poverty eradication would

remain central to Bangladesh's post COVID recovery plans, Rabab Fatima alluded to the extensive

stimulus packages of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and the extended social safety net program.

State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Nasrul Hamid said, 58 lakh home

solar systems have been added to boost renewal power energy and the government is providing

support for fufiher expansion of renewable energy. The State Minister said this as he was attending

a virtual dialogue organized by Centre for Policy Dialogue yesterday"

Dhaka South City Corporation Mayor barrister Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh while laying the

foundation stone of a Waste Transfer Center underward number2g of the city yesterday said, no

more garbage and waste would be allowed on roads and open places. Mayor Taposh also said, the

cleaners will sweep the streets from 9pm and Dhaka city will be clean and tidy within 6 am.

The World Bank on Tuesday approved US $500 million to help Bangladesh improve road

connectivity along the Jashore-Jhenaidah corridor covering four western districts. It will support the

govemment's plan of developing a 260km economic corridor in the western part and benefit over

20 million people, according to a WB press release.

China has offered zero tariff treatment to 97%o of Bangladesh's export by adding 5161 more

items to the existing list of 3095 duty-free products, effective from July 1. Chinese Ambassador to

Bangladesh Li Jiming yesterday said, both Bangladeshi exporters and Chinese consumers will be

benefited amid zero tariff entry of Bangladeshi products to the Chinese market as it would enhance

the trade connectivity.

Both registrations and pre-registrations of the intending pilgrims for this year's holy Hajj

will remain valid for next year's Hajj also" Those who want to cancel the registrations or get their

money back, can apply from July 13, said the Religious Affairs Ministry after an inter-ministerial

virtual meeting yesterday.

Summer Graduation President's Parade, marking the commissioning of Midshipmen and

Direct Entry Officer of Bangladesh Navy was held at Bangladesh Naval Academy in Chattogram

yesterday. Chief of Naval Staff Rear Admiral Aurangzeb Chowdhury attended the ceremony as the

Chief Guest. A total of 44 Midshipmen and 73 DEOs including three females have been

commissioned on the occasion.

A total of 162 stranded Bangladeshi citizens returned home from Singapore while 246

French nationals and permanent residents who were stuck here due to flight suspension, left for

Paris by separate chartered flights, operated by Biman Bangladesh Airlines yesterday.

The Local Government Department under the LGRD Ministry has formed a coordination

cell by initiating a 15-member committee on Tuesday to monitor and coordinate the coronavirus

preventive activities of all the agencies and departrnents under the division.

The country's foreign exchange reserve has crossed a new record of US$35.09 billion amid

coronavirus crisis. The inflow of remittances sent by migrant workers and lower im
pressure has added up to raise the reserve, Bangladesh Bank sources said.
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