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News Brief

President Md. Abdul Hamid has urged the countrymen to forge unity against the

dishonest traders, profiteers, plunderers and hoarders who create fake crisis of essentials. The

President made the call this while addressing the 13rd convocation of the BRAC University
at Bangladesh Army Stadium in Dhaka yesterday. The Head of the State also called upon the

countrymen to remain alert against the rumor over the stocks of essentials, including onions,

salts and rice. Media people have to do campaign properly against it, the President added.

Speaking at the convocation, the President has asked all concerned to ensure that the higher

studies never be for earning certificates only. Former United Nations Secretary General Ban

Ki-moon was present at the function as the Convocation Speaker.

Sheikh Fazle Shams Parash and Mainul Hossain Khan Nikhil have been made

Chairman and General Secretary of Bangladesh Awami Jubo League, the youth wing of
ruling Awami League, for the next three years. The announcement came from the 7th

national congress of Bangladesh Awami Jubo League inaugurated by Bangladesh Awami
League President and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the Suhrawardi Udyan in Dhaka

yesterday. Calling upon the youths, particularly the Jubo League leaders and activists, to

follow the ideals of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Prime

Minister called upon the youths to engage themselves in building the country being imbued

with the mentality of patriotism and sacrifice. It is vital to utilize the merit, power and

creativity of the youth for building anything, she added. The Premier reiterated that the

ongoing drives against terrorism, corruption and drugs would be continued.

Former UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has said, a political solution needs to be

there for resolving the Rohingya crisis through ensuring safe and dignified repatriation of the

forcibly displaced people to their homeland in Myanmar. He said this to the newsmen after

emerging from a meeting with Foreign Minister Dr. A K Abdul Momen at a city hotel in
Dhaka yesterday. The former UN Secretary General said, the Myanmar goverlrment should

have much more generous and compassionate supports for Rohingyas so that they can return
to their home country freely and safely. He highly commended Bangladesh role for providing
shelter to over 1.1 million Rohingyas. Ban Ki-moon highly lauded Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina's strong commitment and *1. in dealing with all global challenges, including climate
change, implementation of SDGs, empowering women and youths.

International Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda in a statement on

Friday said, the ICC judges feared that Myanmar may have state policy to attack its minority
Rohingya population in Rakhine. The statement came following the approval of ICC to
commence an investigation into crimes committed against Rohingyas. As per the Judges

observation, the prosecutor said, there are many sources indicating the heavy involvement of
several Myanrh?rr government forces and other state agents may have committed these crimes

against humanity.

A total of 96 pirates of 18 gangs of Maheshkhali upazila formally surendered by
handing over arms to Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan in Cox's Bazar yesterday. They put

down 155 firearms, 28 rounds of bullets and255 cartridges to return to normal life at a
function at Maheshkhali in Cox's Bazar. At the function, the 96 robbers were given Taka

50,000 each as donation as part of the government's initiative to bring them back to normal

J
life.
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Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal has said, he will send recommendations to
the Ministry of Road Transport and Bridges to amend sections of the Road Transport Act-
2018 that the transport workers find objectionable. He also said that drivers will get till June

2020 to obtain/renew their licences and the new law will be implemented in a rational manner
until then. The Minister yesterday said this to the reporters after a meeting with Bangladesh
Road Transport Workers Federation over their demands of amending the Act.

The government has taken an initiative for planting one crore saplings across the
country to mark the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's birth
centenary. This was stated by Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Md. Shahab

Uddin while addressing a cheque distribution ceremony of the beneficiaries of social forestry,
arranged by the Forest Department at Dhamoirhat upazila in Naogaon yesterday.

Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi has said, onion prices will come down within l0
days with the arrival of imported onion in the market. The Minister said this while addressing
a seminar titled 'Ease of Doing Business: Way Forward' held at a city hotel in Dhaka
yesterday. The Minister also said, discussions are on to sign Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
with the governments of Sri Lanka, Bhutan and Indonesia. The Minister also said, the issue of
signing FTAs with some othercountries is under consideration of the government.

Food Minister Sadhan Chandra Majumder has said, administrative actions would be

taken against those warehouse officer-in charge involved with troubling farmers during
paddy procurement. The Minister also said, the government will not tolerate any harassment
of farmers. The Minister said this while inaugurating the programme to distribute seeds and
fertilizers among marginal farmers free of cost at Sapahar upazila in Naogaon yesterday.

Three Ministers will hold an urgent meeting on supply, stock and marketing of
essential commodities, including rice, pulse and onion. Industry Ministry Nurul Majid
Mahmud Humayun, Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi and Food Minister Sadhan Chandra
Mazumder will sit together at FBCCI bhaban at city's Motijheel at 12 noon today.

Education Minister Dr. Dipu Moni has said, the job market of the world is becoming
more competitive and challenging. We must ensure quality education for all graduates so that
they can face the global challenge. The Minister said while addressing the opening ceremony
of the 18th Asian University Presidents Forum at Radisson Hotel in Dhaka yesterday.

Planning Minister M A Mannan has said, the government has put special emphasis on
'development planning as its main goal is to ensure human dignity for the country's people.
The Minister said this while addressing a two-day intemational conference on ins and
development in the capital yesterday.
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